A new anisakid nematode, Hysterothylacium liparis sp. nov., is described from the intestine and stomach of the fish, Liparis tanakae (Gilbert et Burke, 1912) (Scorpaeniformes, Liparidae), a fish endemic to the Yellow Sea, China. The new species can be distinguished from the congeners by the absence of lateral alae, the length of the intestinal caecum (1.94-3.35 mm, 58.84-82.47% of oesophageal length), the number and arrangement of the caudal papillae (20-29 precloacal subventral pairs, 1 adcloacal pair and 4 postcloacal pairs), the size of the spicules (1.94-3.74 mm, 4.85-7.30% of body length) and the morphology of the tail tip. This is the first species of adult ascaridoid nematodes to be reported from fishes of the family Liparidae in northern China.
. Hysterothylacium liparis sp. nov.: A -cephalic end of female, ventral view; B -cephalic end of female, dorsal view; C -region of vulva; D -posterior end of male, lateral view; E -tip of male tail; F -tip of female tail; G -egg; H -anterior part of female body, lateral view; I -caudal region of male, lateral view; J -posterior end of female, lateral view. Scale bars = 100 µm (A, B, E, F, I); 300 µm (C); 500 µm (D, J, H); 50 µm (G) ing. The specimens were coated with gold and examined with a Hitachi S-570 scanning electron microscope at an accelerating voltage of 15 kV. Measurements (range, followed by mean in parentheses) are given in micrometres, unless otherwise stated. Type specimens have been deposited in the College of Life Sciences, Hebei Normal University, Hebei Province, China (HBNU). The abbreviations used are: BL -body length, OL -oesophagus length, ED -ejaculatory duct. Site of infection: Intestine and stomach (adults); intestinal caecum (fourth-stage larvae).
Type locality: Shidao Island (122°26´42½E, 36°52´57½N), Yellow Sea, Shandong Province, China.
Prevalence and intensity of infection: 50% (7 out of 14 fishes) were infected with intensity 8-125 (mean = 52.1) specimens.
Type specimens: Holotype male HBNU-0701, allotype female HBNU-0702, paratypes: 9 males HBNU-0703, 6 females HBNU-0704 and 6 fourth-stage larvae HBNU-0705.
Etymology: The new species is named after the generic name of the host.
